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The NGJ International Trade Update provides information obtained from third parties, primarily government, and 
advice based on that information.  Norman G. Jensen Inc. (NGJ) has not verified the accuracy of the information nor 
is it capable of verifying the accuracy of the information.  As a consequence, NGJ will not be liable for injury suffered 
as a result of reliance on the information or the recommendations provided in the NGJ International Trade Update. 

 
If you have questions, no longer wish to receive these notices via fax, or wish to receive these notices via e-mail, 
contact NGJ’s Trade/Compliance Services Department at: compliance.us@ngjensen.com 
 

Visit our website at www.ngjensen.com 
 

Norman G. Jensen, Inc. is a validated participant in the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT). 

 
Softwood Lumber Research, Promotion, Consumer Education and 

Industry Information Order 
 
 
Effective January 1, 2012, the USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) will commence collecting a 
fee on imports of Softwood Lumber of $0.1483 per cubic meter from all parties that domestically ship 
and/or import more than 15 million board feet annually. 
 
This fee is to be collected on goods classified under HTS Codes: 
 
4407.10.01 
4409.10.05 
4409.10.10 
4409.10.20 
4409.10.90 
4418.90.25 
 
The Final Rule, which may be accessed at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-02/pdf/2011-19491.pdf
, includes the following: 
 
§ 1217.52 Assessments 
 
(b) Subject to the exemptions specified in § 1217.53, each manufacturer for the U.S. market shall pay an 
assessment to the Board at the rate of $0.35 per thousand board feet of softwood lumber except that no 
person shall pay an assessment on the first 15 million board feet of softwood lumber otherwise subject to 
assessment in a fiscal year. Domestic manufacturers shall pay assessments based on the volume of 
softwood lumber shipped within the United States and importers shall pay assessments based on the 
volume of softwood lumber imported to the United States. 
 
(g) Each importer of softwood lumber shall pay through Customs to the Board an assessment on 
softwood lumber… 
 
§ 1217.53 Exemption from assessment 
 
(2) Importers who import into the United States less than 15 million board feet of softwood lumber in a 
fiscal year are exempt from paying assessments. Such importers must apply to the Board, on a form 
provided by the Board, for a certificate of exemption prior to the start of the fiscal year. This is an annual 
exemption and importers must reapply each year…. 
 
The Board Members have now been selected, and their initial meeting is scheduled for later this month. 
To read the News Release from AMS, go to http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/newsroom and search on
National Softwood Lumber Board Members Appointed. 
 
Once we receive the process from CBP and/or the board for BOTH the implementation and application 
for exemption, we will inform you. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-02/pdf/2011-19491.pdf
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/newsroom

